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You are where you’re born 
Supporting a sense of place can make children’s services more 
effective 
 
Rooting Scottish services in what is local can make them more relevant to families and 
support the community as a whole, promoting social and economic regeneration, 
according to the latest magazine from Children in Europe. 
 
A Sense of Place: environments, community and services for young children, published on 
1 March, looks at the role of place-based, family and intergenerational learning in tackling 
problems of service delivery in scattered rural communities, and reduced access to natural 
environments in urban areas.  
 
How services are delivered more effectively when they identify with the communities they 
serve is described in a range of international settings, including: 
• farm kindergartens in Italy and Norway 
• family and intergenerational learning in England 
• Roma children in Croatia and 
• growing up in rural Poland 

while in an exclusive interview that illustrates the importance of place in shaping children’s 
lives, Scottish artist John Bellany talks about the permanent influence of his east coast 
upbringing on his life and work. 
 
The magazine’s Editor Bronwen Cohen, of Children in Scotland, said: 
“Solutions need to be local, but service providers can learn from experience and practice 
in other countries. Funding from the European Union has encouraged innovation in some 
European countries in tackling the challenges to effective service provision presented by 
geography and changing social and economic patterns, particularly in rural areas. A more 
systematic approach is now required across Europe to enable effective cross-learning.” 
 
One of the contributors is the new European Commissioner for Education, Culture, 
Multilingualism and Youth Androulla Vassiliou, who believes effective early childhood 
education and care is vital in helping the European Union meet its strategic goals over the 
next 10 years. 
 



 

 

Androulla Vassiliou said: 
 “Early childhood education and care have a vital contribution to make to the European 
Union’s strategic goals over the next decade as part of the ‘Europe 2020’ agenda, which 
will shape the Europe of the future. They are a core element in promoting economic 
sustainability and social cohesion. Rural areas in particular can benefit from new and 
innovative thinking in this area and I encourage Member States to learn from each other 
through shared experience. I will be working closely with my fellow Commissioners and 
national authorities to find ways in which we can achieve higher standards of education 
and care throughout Europe.” 
 
Notes to Editors 

1. Place-based education and services regard the local community, with its unique 
history, culture, environment and economy, as one of the primary resources for 
learning, and developing a sense of place in children as the foundation to 
understanding their own identity and place in the wider world. Place-based learning 
has been seen as particularly important in rural areas but is also relevant to many 
urban communities. 

2. This edition of Children in Europe examines EU policies and calls for the EU to 
develop an alternative to the so-called PISA (Programme of International Student 
Assessment) league tables. 

3. Children in Europe is a magazine for everyone working with and for children from 
0 to 10 and those interested in children’s issues. It is published simultaneously in 15 
languages and 18 countries by a network of national magazines across Europe. It 
aims to provide a forum for ideas, practice and information and to contribute to the 
development of policy and practice at European and national levels. It is published 
in the UK by Children in Scotland. Children in Europe Issue 18, A Sense of Place: 
environments, community and services for young children, is published on 1 
March. For more information visit www.childrenineurope.org. 

4. Children in Scotland is the longstanding national agency for the whole of the 
children’s sector, reaching over 250,000 individuals through our extensive 
membership of more than 450 statutory agencies, voluntary sector organisations, 
professional associations and community groups. For further information visit 
www.childreninscotland.org.uk. 

 
To order a copy of Children in Europe telephone 0131 222 2400 or visit 
www.childreninscotland.org.uk/publications 
 
For further information contact Tracey Francis 
Email tfrancis@childreninscotland.org.uk / tel 0131 222 2419 
 
 


