
[image: image1.wmf]

Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) Bill 

Children in Scotland welcomes the Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) Bill. We believe that involving key stakeholders such as parents in the development of education services is essential to improving the quality of those services, as well as the achievement levels of pupils. We positively welcome the duty on Ministers to promote parental involvement and support the new two tier approach. 
Children in Scotland also welcomes changes made to the bill that recognise and involve children and young people as key stakeholders in educational services and welcome the commitment to ensure that guidance will support a more thorough involvement of non-resident parents in their child’s education. 

In relation to stage 3 amendments which have been tabled, Children in Scotland welcomes the move to better address the issue of early years, and to better address the barriers to parental involvement. 

Early years 

In our view, applying the principles of this bill in practice means:

· Better supporting parents in their roles as the first educators of their own children, beginning in infancy.

· Encouraging and supporting parental involvement in the education of their children outside the home, beginning with childcare and pre-school settings (so that such involvement is established and effective even before primary school).
· Ensuring that parents and children are better prepared for the transition between early years, primary and secondary schooling.
· An equal focus on enhancing the role of all parents -- and especially those who have faced obstacles to involvement or have been excluded -- through the wider parent forums to be created by the Bill
Children in Scotland believes that to ensure Parental Involvement lasts throughout the length of a child’s education, it must be encouraged as early as possible, and supported for as long as is necessary. 

It is widely accepted that it is often easier for parents to become involved in their child’s official education during early years
. If the parental involvement bill is to achieve lasting change, it must instigate a culture change in the attitude of all parents to their long term involvement in their child’s education. Children in Scotland  believes that connecting primary, secondary and early years through involvement strategies is the best way to tackle and prepare parents for transition periods and ensure that they remain active in their child’s formal education. 

Children in Scotland supports the Executive’s move to amend the bill so as to require the Parent Forum and Parent Council to promote contact with pre-school education providers. This builds on Section 8(2)(c) and the requirement of Parent Councils to promote contact with parents of prospective pupils of the school. CIS particularly welcomes the wider definition of pre school education which will include the independent and voluntary sector.  (amendment 14 - section8)

Children in Scotland also welcomes the fact that guidance on the development of parental involvement strategies by education authorities will require that early years providers are consulted and that these strategies will reflect the support for links between early years and schools. Children in Scotland supports the requirement for this guidance to detail how authorities should support schools and Parent Forums/Councils in taking forward the duties in Section 8, should the new amendment be passed on Wednesday. 

Children in Scotland also understands that the Executive will reflect this emphasis on parental involvement and address the issue of transition in the forthcoming revised statutory guidance on the delivery of pre-school education and will also consider the scope of inspection and the National Care standards in delivering effective parental involvement in early years. 

Barriers to involvement 

This bill has two roles; to make the structures available for parental involvement more flexible and inclusive, and to encourage more parents to be involved both in school life and their child’s education. We accept that there is a need to allow education authorities and Parent Councils as much flexibility as possible in addressing these points. However, Children in Scotland believes that the emphasis put on tackling the barriers to inclusion and involvement should be more forcefully expressed within the bill. 

Barriers to involvement can be geographical, economic, social, linguistic and cultural
, they can affect all parents or a specific few but are extremely important if we are to ensure that all parents are involved more in their child’s education. Children in Scotland understands that addressing the issue of barriers to involvement is a difficult task that will take strategic planning, effort and financial support from education authorities. As such, we believe that it should be explicitly included on the face of the bill and ask members to support amendment 2.
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