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CHIDLREN IN SCOTLAND: A Snapshot of Fife

Numbers are a simple way of describing complex realities. There are stories, histories and controversies be
each number in this Children in Scotland document. Those complexities are well wolbhingx@nd
understanding. However, we have done something more modest, but still useful. We have gathered ug
intriguing collection of existing statistics from public sources that shed a little light on thbeirdl of children

and young people in eaaf ScotlandOs 32 local authority areas. Then, when possible, we have compared 1
data for each local authority with the same data for Scotland as a whole.

This is worthwhile for two reasons. First, it provides a shapshot of how well children, youplg ped their
families are doing in terms of a variety of measures of health, education, economicbsédtusf which
contribute to their OwelleingO. No single statistic can reveal the whole story. However, the bigger picture star
to come into view \en lots of these small pieces of the puzzle are brought together.

Second, Scotland has just started down the path of a very major change in how government operates;
public policies and funding are decided; and, how public services are developédliaarced. TheConcordat
between the Scottish Government and COSLA (on behalf of the local authorities) is intended to usherinar
era of partnership between national and local govern®eiith more power and responsibility shifting to local
councils ad communities. Therefore, the statistics presented here provide Obaseline datad (that is, the nur
against which progress can be measured and compared in the years ahead) for key featurbginf) viel
children and young people in every local auitycarea.

Governments at every level make decisions daily about policies, programmes, laws and funding based u
such numbers. Newspapers, radio and television use such statistics to construct stories about children, y:
people and families. Howevene know that Othe numbersO rarely Ospeak for themselvesO. A significant che
in the numbers over time doesnOt revdnl it has happened orhat the consequences are in terms of the
lives and life chances of children and young people. That important eemrkand should, be done by many
people and groups bringing diverse perspectives and ideas to their analyses.

Thus, in considering these data, there are three questions we encourage yolstthissi:high number (when
compared to wha? What does tis statistic actually mean for children and young pe@wWhat would have to
happen for these numbers to imprave is important that these statistics are widely known, investigated and
understood. By doing so, we all can be vielbrmed as we developpmions, make decisions and take actions
that affect the lives of children and young people across each local authority and throughout Scotland.
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Scotland Council Area
Total population' 5,116,900 358,930
Total aged under 19 1,184,789 85,029 (7.2%"%)
(% of total populton) (23.2%) (23.7%)
Age: 0-4 268,457 19,082
Age: 5-9 279,430 19,793
Age: 10- 14 308,196 21,959
Age: 15- 19 328,706 24,195
Birth Rate” (per 1000 women) 49.8 52.2
Ethnic Group aged under 18’
White 97.0% 98.1%
Indian 0.4% 0.2%
Pakistani and other South Asian 1.3% 0.6%
Chinese 0.4% 0.3%
Other 1.0% 0.8%
Families
— — —_ — e ———————
Scotland Council Area
Married couple familie’s 70% 64%
Co-habiting couple families 12% 11%
Lone mother families 16% 22%
Lone father famikes 2% 2%
Children looked after by L.A. (% of all children) 14,060 (1.3%) 720 (0.9%)
% in a community settirig 88% 89%
% in residential care 12% 11%
Economic (in)Security
— — —_ — e ———————

Children in relativé poverty
Childrerf in families dependent on benefits
Unemployment rafe
% of school pupils entitled to free school méals
Primary:
Secondary:

206 of Scottish under 19 population in council area
®|ive births per 1,000 women ed 1544
¢ e.g. foster care

994 of children (all children aged 6 plus 1719 year olds in full time education) living in households with equivalised

household disposable income below 60% of the national median
€% of children aged-05 dependent on wordds benefits

Scotland
21%
20.9%
5.2%

19%
14%
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21.2%
6.1%

19%
15%



Education

Scotland Council Area
Pre-school
Percentage of children attendingschool educatict!
2 year olds: 23.7% 22.3%
3 year olds: 95.3% 96.8%
4 year olds 99.2% 101.0%
Typical costs of a full time place for a child in a day nursery (per Week)
Under 2 £144.71 £150
2 and over £131.89 £140
% of preschool centres by management seétor
Public 42.3% 61.9%
Private 24.0% 13.3%
Voluntary 32.4% 22.4%
Scottish Schools"
Attendance Truancy Exclusion Rate'

(per 1000 pupils)
Scotland Council Scotland Council Scotland Council

Primary 95.0% 94.3% 0.3% 0.5% 15 14
Secondary 90.4% 88.3% 1.2% 2.4% 115 107
Special 90.7% 91.5% 1.7% 0.1% 159 -
Scotland Council Area
% of pupils with Additional Support Ne€ds
Primary 4.6% 3.5%
Secondary 4.2% 5.4%

School Leavers'®
2004 2006 2004 2006

Full time higher education 29% 30% 30% 28%
Full time further education 21% 23% 26% 32%
Training 5% 5% 5% 4%
Employment 25% 26% 19% 20%
Not in education, employment or training 16% 13% 18% 14%
Health
—_— —_— = —_— ——————————e A
Scotland Council Area

Infant Mortality'’ (per 1,000 live birth$) 248 (4.9) 22 (5.5)

"4 of children attending prechool education in an area can exceed 100% due to children commuting from their home
areas to attend pischool provision in another local authority area.
9 Deaths from live births under lyear
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Accidents in Children under 15 (per 1,000 populatio™)
All accidents

Road traffic accidents

Home accidents

Other accidents

Dental Health (NHS Fife figures)
% of children with no obvious decay in first teth

Weight Issues (NHS Fife figures)
Preschool age % overweidfit
Primary 1 age % overweidfit
Primary 7 age % overweidft
Secondary 3 age % overweitht

Sexual Health

Teen pregnanciBgrate per 1,000 womeii)
Teen abortiodg% of all abortionsy:
STIOYNHS Fife figuresy®

(rate per 100,000 aged-P38)

Mental Health (NHS Fife figures)
No of items prescribed for ADHD
(rate per 1,000 aged 5 to 14)

Substance Abuse

Scotland

11.6
0.8
3.9
6.9

54.1%

20.7%
21.0%
34.1%
31.3%

9,040 (56.7)
3446 (26.3%)

Male Female
1237.9 1373.6

1997 2007

7,284 59,449
(113) (101.2)

Council Area

11.2
0.8
3.8
6.6

57.6%

21.2%
23.7%
31.4%
31.7%

686 (58.1)
268 (31.2%)

Male Female
1580.7 1727.0

1997 2007

751 8,873
(16.6) (212.6)

% of young people who reported that they had drunk alcohol in the lastweek

13 years:
15 years:

23%
46%

% of young people who reported having beamHrat least oné&

13 years:
15 years:

22%
48%

Male Female
55% 55%
79% 80%

% of young people who reported having been drunk Omore than 16%times®

13 years:
15 years:

" Aged under 20
' Aged under 20

I Diagnoses of acute STIOs in under 25s in the GUM clinic setting

k Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder
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Scotland Council Area
% patients treated for drug misuse who havieied*! 31% 43%
Patients discharged from hospital with alcohol related diagnoses:
Aged 04 (from 200420074 78 -
Under 15 yr&” 428 23
1519 years: 1648 114
20-24 years: 1999 100
Babies diagnosed with FASD (rate per 1,000 bitths) 10 (0.2) -
Justice
— —_— — — ——
Scotland Council Area
Childrer” referred to the report&r
Non-offence: 44,629 (4.8%) 1,722 (2.6%)
Offence: 16,490 (3.4%) 1,414 (4.1%)

% identified as PYO's

% offence referrals attributable to PYOs:

% children subject to supervision requirements:
Young people admitted to secure accommod&tion
Young offenders in custody

' Dependent children aged under 16
™ Aged under 16

" Persistent Young Offenders

° by local authority home area

9%
32.5%
1.4%
307
1,019
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8%
28%
0.8%

15
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