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Press Release – Friday 7 November 2008

Economy can be galvanised by investment  in early years services, 

conference hears

Investing in early years services should be a priority at a time of economic instability, delegates at Children in Scotland’s annual conference heard today.

Councillor Douglas Chapman, convener of education and children’s services in Fife, said:

“In the context of the current economic downturn, funding should be prioritised for the development of early years services. The Treasury has a great opportunity to follow on from the funding they have made available to Sure Start and implement an early years strategy across the UK. Through dialogue with them they could be encouraged to release money to devolved parliaments to enable this to happen.”

“We need to recognise that investment in these early years services is not only an investment in our future but in the short to medium term an opportunity to create jobs and enhance the labour supply in local economies.”

The call for greater investment in the early years comes in the run-up to publication of the Scottish Government and Convention of Scottish Local Authorities’ early years framework, due this winter.

Bronwen Cohen, chief executive of Children in Scotland, echoed councillor Chapman’s remarks.

Speaking at the conference, Making Connections: How communities can collaborate for children and young people’s lifelong wellbeing and learning, held in partnership with Fife Council, she said:

“There is growing agreement about the need to invest in the early years, a recognition that this stage of life shapes learning, social skills, empathy and employability in adulthood in the most profound way.”

“But particularly now, at this time of serious economic instability, the contribution well-resourced early years services could make to galvanising our economy deserves to be addressed at a UK and devolved level.”

The conference also examined how those working in the children’s sector could share learning experiences more effectively and move towards a deeper cross-professional understanding.

St Andrews Nursery School nature kindergarten, Fife Family Group Conferencing and the supporting drug-dependent babies (VIP) project were among the many local initiatives and services visited and discussed at the conference.

Speakers included Christine Duncan, principal health improvement officer, children and young people, NHS Greater Glasgow and Clyde, Sue Bruce, chief executive, East Dunbartonshire Council, and Karen Whitefield MSP, Labour spokesperson on children and young people.

The conference was held today and yesterday at the Fairmont hotel, St Andrews, Fife.

For more information contact Chris Small – tel 0131 222 2419 / email csmall@childreninscotland.org.uk
