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Foreword

TThhee SSccoottttiisshh AArrttss CCoouunncciill rreeccooggnniisseess tthhee iimmppoorrttaannccee ooff wwoorrkkiinngg 
wwiitthh cchhiillddrreenn aanndd yyoouunngg ppeeooppllee ttoo ddeevveelloopp aa ccoonnffiiddeenntt,, ccuullttuurreedd
SSccoottllaanndd.. WWee ssuuppppoorrtt tthhiiss aaiimm tthhrroouugghh aa rraannggee ooff ddeevveellooppmmeenntt 
aanndd ootthheerr iinniittiiaattiivveess..

TThhee pprrootteeccttiioonn ooff oouurr yyoouunngg ppeeooppllee sshhoouulldd bbee aa mmaatttteerr ooff ccoonncceerrnn ttoo
uuss aallll aanndd wwee aarree oonnllyy ttoooo aawwaarree tthhaatt tthhee ggrroowwtthh ooff aarrttss eedduuccaattiioonn
rreeqquuiirreess aa rreessppoonnssiibbllee aapppprrooaacchh aanndd aa nneeeedd ffoorr pprraaccttiiccaall gguuiiddaannccee..

TThhiiss rreevviisseedd eeddiittiioonn ooff tthhee CCrreeaattiinngg SSaaffeettyy bbooookklleett ccoommeess aatt aa ttiimmee
wwhheenn tthhee SSccoottttiisshh EExxeeccuuttiivvee iiss uunnddeerrttaakkiinngg aa mmaajjoorr rreevviieeww ooff cchhiilldd
pprrootteeccttiioonn iinn SSccoottllaanndd.. TThheerree aarree ssoommee iimmppoorrttaanntt ddeevveellooppmmeennttss
hhaappppeenniinngg uunnddeerr tthhiiss rreevviieeww iinncclluuddiinngg tthhee aappppooiinnttmmeenntt ooff aa
CChhiillddrreenn’’ss CCoommmmiissssiioonneerr aanndd tthhee ppuubblliiccaattiioonn ooff aa nnaattiioonnaall CChhiillddrreenn’’ss
CChhaarrtteerr.. IInn aaddddiittiioonn,, aa nneeww ppiieeccee ooff lleeggiissllaattiioonn,, tthhee PPrrootteeccttiioonn 
ooff CChhiillddrreenn ((SSccoottllaanndd)) AAcctt 22000033 hhaass iimmppoorrttaanntt iimmpplliiccaattiioonnss ffoorr 
aallll oorrggaanniissaattiioonnss wwhhiicchh pprroovviiddee sseerrvviicceess ttoo cchhiillddrreenn.. TThhiiss rreevviisseedd
bbooookklleett hhiigghhlliigghhttss ssoommee ooff tthheessee cchhaannggeess aanndd tthhee iimmpplliiccaattiioonnss ffoorr
aarrttss--bbaasseedd oorrggaanniissaattiioonnss..

WWee aarree pplleeaasseedd,, tthheerreeffoorree,, tthhaatt CChhiillddrreenn iinn SSccoottllaanndd,, aann oorrggaanniissaattiioonn
wwiitthh aa ggrreeaatt ddeeaall ooff eexxppeerrttiissee iinn aallll ppoolliiccyy mmaatttteerrss rreellaattiinngg ttoo
cchhiillddrreenn aanndd yyoouunngg ppeeooppllee,, hhaass aaggrreeeedd ttoo wwrriittee tthheessee gguuiiddeelliinneess iinn
ppaarrttnneerrsshhiipp wwiitthh uuss..

II hhooppee vveerryy mmuucchh tthhaatt tthhee iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn,, ssuuggggeessttiioonnss aanndd gguuiiddaannccee 
iinn tthhiiss hhaannddbbooookk aanndd tthhee aaccccoommppaannyyiinngg cchheecckklliisstt ccaarrdd wwiillll bbee 
ooff vvaalluuee ttoo tthhoossee wwoorrkkiinngg iinn tthhee ffiieelldd ooff aarrttss eedduuccaattiioonn,, 
eennccoouurraaggiinngg ggoooodd pprraaccttiiccee iinn aa ssaaffee aanndd ssuuppppoorrttiivvee eennvviirroonnmmeenntt 
aanndd hhiigghhlliigghhttiinngg ppoossiittiivvee aaccttiioonnss ttoo hheellpp pprrootteecctt yyoouunngg 
ppeeooppllee ppaarrttiicciippaattiinngg iinn tthhee aarrttss..
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SSttaatteemmeenntt ooff pprriinncciipplleess

The experiences of childhood form the foundations for one’s whole life. Think back
to your own childhood. What are the key moments you remember? What made you
the way you are now? What were the best times? What were the worst times?

The arts can play a very important role in allowing children and young people to
have the best possible experience of childhood and to develop to their fullest
potential. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child recognises this
and states that eevveerryy cchhiilldd hhaass tthhee rriigghhtt ttoo ppaarrttiicciippaattee ffrreeeellyy iinn ccuullttuurraall lliiffee aanndd 
tthhee aarrttss.

The experience of participating in the arts should be enjoyable and rewarding. In
order for this to happen it is important that children and young people feel safe,
comfortable and respected. The purpose of these guidelines is to assist those
working in the arts to create the best possible environment in which children and
young people can enjoy arts activities. 

TThhee kkeeyy pprriinncciipplleess tthhaatt uunnddeerrppiinn tthheessee gguuiiddeelliinneess aarree::

l tthhee bbeesstt iinntteerreessttss ooff tthhee cchhiilldd oorr yyoouunngg ppeerrssoonn mmuusstt aallwwaayyss bbee aa pprriimmaarryy 
ccoonnssiiddeerraattiioonn;; 

l aallll cchhiillddrreenn aanndd yyoouunngg ppeeooppllee sshhoouulldd bbee ttrreeaatteedd ffaaiirrllyy aanndd wwiitthh ddiiggnniittyy aanndd 
rreessppeecctt;;

l aallll cchhiillddrreenn aanndd yyoouunngg ppeeooppllee hhaavvee tthhee rriigghhtt ttoo pprrootteeccttiioonn ffrroomm aallll ffoorrmmss ooff 
hhaarrmm,, aabbuussee,, nneegglleecctt aanndd eexxppllooiittaattiioonn;;

l aallll cchhiillddrreenn aanndd yyoouunngg ppeeooppllee hhaavvee tthhee rriigghhtt ttoo eexxpprreessss tthheeiirr vviieewwss oonn mmaatttteerrss 
tthhaatt aaffffeecctt tthheemm..
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1. Introduction
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Each individual or organisation that works with children and young people needs
to think about whether these principles apply to the way that you work. These
guidelines will provide practical suggestions as to how these principles can be
incorporated into your working practices.

Child protection has to be a consideration of every person working with children
and young people. As you read through the rest of these guidelines or as you turn
to it for reference our hope is that the children and young people you work 
with will benefit from an enhanced experience of their participation in the arts.

   



It is strongly advised that each organisation or freelance worker develop their 
own code of practice for working with children and young people. The areas 
you need to concentrate on will depend very much on the type of work you 
are involved in and the type of children and young people that you work with.
Contained in this section are recommendations you should consider within your
own code of practice.

There may be local agencies that could assist you in developing your own code 
of practice. Your local social work department may be willing to comment on any
codes of practice that you prepare. You can get a list of all the Local Authority
Directors of Social Work from the Scottish Executive’s website at 
www.scotland.gov.uk. You should find the information in the section headed
Support for children and families.

If your work takes you into places that may already have their own child 
protection policies (eg schools, youth groups, places of worship) ask for a copy of
their guidelines before you go. This will help you to know in advance what the
established procedures are.

We have based this section on the four key principles set out in the introduction 
on page 1.

SSeeccttiioonn 22..11 BBeesstt iinntteerreessttss

The best interests of the child or young person must always be a primary 
consideration.

SSeeccttiioonn 22..22 FFaaiirrllyy aanndd wwiitthh ddiiggnniittyy aanndd rreessppeecctt

All children and young people should be treated fairly and with dignity and respect.

3
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2. Code of practice for working with children and 
young people

              



SSeeccttiioonn 22..33 PPrrootteeccttiioonn ffrroomm aallll ffoorrmmss ooff hhaarrmm,, aabbuussee,, nneegglleecctt aanndd eexxppllooiittaattiioonn

All children and young people have the right to protection from all forms of harm,
abuse, neglect and exploitation.

SSeeccttiioonn 22..44 AAlllloowwiinngg cchhiillddrreenn aanndd yyoouunngg ppeeooppllee ttoo eexxpprreessss tthheeiirr vviieewwss

All children and young people have the right to express their views on matters that
affect them.

More detail on specific issues is highlighted in later sections.

22..11 BBeesstt iinntteerreessttss

Good ppllaannnniinngg is important for a wide range of reasons but it is particularly true
when ensuring that the best interests of the child are taken as a primary 
consideration. Try to plan all your activities with a bbeesstt iinntteerreessttss tteesstt. At every
stage of an activity you should be prepared to explain why a particular course of
action would be in the best interests of the children or young people taking part.

BBeesstt iinntteerreessttss should include a consideration of ways to minimise the opportunities
for children and young people to suffer harm of any kind.

l In Section 2.3 we consider issues of protection from harm.

l In Section 5.2 we consider supervision of staff and volunteers.

AApppprroopprriiaattee bbeehhaavviioouurr

It’s not only what you do but also the way that you do it! It is important to think
about how a child or young person may interpret your behaviour. Appropriateness
of behaviour will depend on the age and other characteristics of the children and

4

Creating safety - child protection guidelines for the arts

Ask yourself:

IIss wwhhaatt wwee ppllaann ttoo ddoo iinn tthhee bbeesstt iinntteerreessttss ooff tthhee cchhiillddrreenn aanndd yyoouunngg ppeeooppllee wwee aarree 
wwoorrkkiinngg wwiitthh??

                                              



young people you are working with. It could also depend on the situation that you
are in.

One issue that creates a lot of questions is that of appropriate physical contact.
Physical contact (such as a hug) would be appropriate behaviour in certain 
situations (such as after a child has hurt himself/herself). Generally, physical 
contact will be appropriate if the child has initiated the contact and the adult and
child are in a public place. 

Appropriate behaviour may cause you to think about the language you use or the
tone of your voice. Remember that a primary consideration must always be what is
in the best interests of a child.

22..22 FFaaiirrllyy aanndd wwiitthh ddiiggnniittyy aanndd rreessppeecctt

Children and young people can have a very strong sense of fairness. One young 
person said that it was important that adults are told: “to treat everyone the same.
It doesn’t matter what part you’ve got in the play - you shouldn’t treat someone 
differently just because they’re the lead part!”

Of course, there may be times when the needs of a particular child require that you
treat them differently. But the way you treat children and young people must be
seen to be fair.

The important thing to remember is to treat every child as an individual. You
should never assume that all children and young people are alike. They may have
particular needs due to:

l their religious, cultural or ethnic background;

l a disability;

l emotional and behavioural difficulties.

5
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Ask yourself:

IIss mmyy bbeehhaavviioouurr aapppprroopprriiaattee ffoorr tthhee cchhiillddrreenn aanndd yyoouunngg ppeeooppllee II aamm wwoorrkkiinngg wwiitthh jjuusstt nnooww??
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Ask yourself:

SShhoouulldd II bbee aawwaarree ooff aannyy rreelliiggiioouuss oorr ccuullttuurraall sseennssiittiivviittiieess aabboouutt tthhiiss aaccttiivviittyy??

AArree oouurr aaccttiivviittiieess aacccceessssiibbllee ttoo aallll cchhiillddrreenn aanndd yyoouunngg ppeeooppllee wwhhoo wwaanntt ttoo bbee iinnvvoollvveedd??

DDoo II hhaavvee aann aaddeeqquuaattee nnuummbbeerr ooff aadduullttss ttoo pprroovviiddee ssuuppppoorrtt aanndd ssuuppeerrvviissiioonn??

Vulnerable children and young people are often at more risk of harm than 
other children and young people are. In order to allow these children and young
people equal access to participation in an activity you may need to make special 
arrangements.

DDiisscciipplliinnee

Working with children and young people can be challenging and maintaining 
discipline is a common concern. Before commencing work with a group of children
and young people you need to be clear in your own mind how you are going to deal
with difficult behaviour.

Even if the children and young people are only meeting up for a short period it is
worth spending some time at the beginning of the session to outline the rules and
to ask them what they think the rules should be.

l Have a set of rules outlining acceptable and non-acceptable behaviour. 

l Children and young people should be involved in developing the rules.

l All adults must also agree to abide by the rules.

l Ensure that you implement the rules fairly and consistently.

l NNeevveerr uussee aannyy kkiinndd ooff pphhyyssiiccaall ppuunniisshhmmeenntt..

The Scottish Executive has published a guide for parents in Scotland on Children,
physical punishment and the law. Although written for parents, it may be helpful
to staff and volunteers as it gives up-to-date information on the law as it relates to
the physical chastisement of children. You can download a copy of the guide from
the Scottish Executive’s website at www.scotland.gov.uk.

                             



22..33 PPrrootteeccttiioonn ffrroomm aallll ffoorrmmss ooff hhaarrmm,, aabbuussee,, nneegglleecctt aanndd 
eexxppllooiittaattiioonn

It is important to remain constantly alert to possible sources of harm to a child.
There are two aspects of protection from harm that are considered in these 
guidelines. This section refers to ways that you can reduce the risk of harm to 
children and young people while you are working with them. If you are concerned
about what is happening to a child or young person outside of the time you are
working with them please refer to Section 6.

As you would expect, a large part of the rest of these guidelines refers to issues of
child abuse. Please make sure that you refer to:

SSeeccttiioonn 33 WWhhaatt iiss cchhiilldd aabbuussee??

SSeeccttiioonn 55 RReeccrruuiittmmeenntt aanndd ssuuppeerrvviissiioonn ooff ssttaaffff aanndd vvoolluunntteeeerrss

SSeeccttiioonn 66 WWhhaatt ttoo ddoo iiff yyoouu aarree ccoonncceerrnneedd aabboouutt aa cchhiilldd oorr yyoouunngg ppeerrssoonn

In developing your own code of practice you will need to make special provision on
how to deal with child abuse. However, you should also consider taking steps to
reduce the risk of harm in other ways. 

AAdduulltt//cchhiilldd rraattiiooss

An obvious way of reducing the risk of harm to children and young people is to
ensure that there is adequate adult supervision for any activities that you are
involved in. The number of adults you have present will depend on:

l the number of young participants in the group;

l the age of those involved;

l the type of activity;

l the particular needs of any of the children and young people.

Most child protection guidelines recommend that there should be one adult for
every eight children over the age of three years. When working with children under
the age of three, you should have two or three adults for every eight children. These
ratios provide you with some guidance. However, good judgement on your part is
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also needed. If a certain activity warrants greater supervision then provision should
be made for this.

There may be occasions where you are not able to have enough adults to adequately
supervise a particular activity. It would be better to postpone the activity or reduce
the number of participants involved than to risk going ahead with inadequate
supervision.

HHeeaalltthh aanndd ssaaffeettyy

Depending on the size and type of the group that you are working with, you may be
legally required to comply with health and safety legislation. Even if you do not
have legal obligations it makes sense to carry out checks on the premises and
equipment you use to avoid risk of accidents. For example:

l is there any object that has the potential to fall over and hit somebody?

l is all electrical equipment you are using safe to use?

l are you asking people to participate in activities that have potential dangers?

l are you intending to use any hazardous materials or liquids?

l do you have access to first aid facilities?

l is there a trained first-aider present or available?

It is important to be aware of any potential risks that do exist and then to take
appropriate action. Examples would include protective clothing and extra supervi-
sion when using hazardous materials. In many instances, identifying risks will be a
matter of common sense. If you cannot remove the risk then it will be important to
warn the children and young people of the potential danger.

8
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Ask yourself:

DDoo II hhaavvee aann aaddeeqquuaattee nnuummbbeerr ooff aadduullttss ttoo ssuuppeerrvviissee tthhiiss aaccttiivviittyy??

                         



Make sure that the children and young people are aware of basic health and 
safety procedures. Some young people said that knowing what will happen (eg in
case of fire) was helpful to their sense of safety and security.

In the event of any accidents occurring ensure that you have a procedure in place
for recording the incident, any action that was taken and by whom.

BBuullllyyiinngg

Children and young people can also be at risk of harm from others of their own 
age. Bullying can take many forms and you need to think about how you will deal
with any bullying that takes place amongst the children and young people you are
working with. A clear message needs to be sent out that bbuullllyyiinngg wwiillll nnoott bbee 
ttoolleerraatteedd. 

If bullying is taking place during the activities that you are running, there is a
chance that the child will also be getting bullied in other settings. You may wish to
take some time to talk to the child who is being bullied and suggest that they speak
to his/her parents or teachers about what is happening to him/her.

Organisations should think about developing an anti-bullying policy. The best way
to do this is to get everyone involved in discussions about what bullying is and is
not; the types of bullying that people can experience and the steps that people want
to put in place to tackle it. Advice on anti-bullying policy and practice can be
obtained from Scotland’s Anti-Bullying Network at www.antibullying.net and
Children in Scotland can point you in the direction of training in this area: visit
www.childreninscotland.org.uk.
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Ask yourself:

HHaavvee II ccoonnssiiddeerreedd aallll tthhee ppootteennttiiaall rriisskkss ffoorr tthhiiss aaccttiivviittyy??

                  



CCeennssoorrsshhiipp

Alongside a child’s right to participate in the arts and culture, it is also recognised
that children and young people need to be protected from information and 
material that might affect their well-being. Working in an arts environment, it 
will be important to consider the appropriateness of the material that you 
are working with.

What is acceptable may also depend on the cultural and local nuances of a 
particular area or group of people. What may be considered appropriate in one
area or community of Scotland may not be appropriate in another. If you are 
travelling with a piece of work then it would be advisable to consult on the content
of the material with your hosts in advance.

Many successful arts projects with children and young people use imitation and 
repetition as tools for creative development. You should be very aware of the
capacity for children and young people to imitate and act upon what they see and
hear. Context will be very important for the use of any artistic material that may
be considered unsuitable. Allowing children and young people to view unsuitable
material of a sexual nature can be considered a form of sexual abuse.

IIff yyoouu aarree iinn aannyy ddoouubbtt iitt wwiillll aallwwaayyss bbee ssaaffeerr NNOOTT ttoo uussee tthhee mmaatteerriiaall..

EExxppllooiittaattiioonn

Giving children and young people the opportunity to take part in performances can
greatly enhance their enjoyment of the arts. In some circumstances you may need
to apply for a license from the education department of the local authority so that
children can take part (required under section 37 of the Children and Young
Persons Act 1963). Remember that there is also legislation that sets out how many
hours a week that children are allowed to work. The purpose of this legislation is
to protect children and young people from exploitation. It is worth bearing this in
mind, even if children are involved in a voluntary performance. Try to ensure that
your rehearsals and performances do not last too long, finish late at night or
involve activities that may be damaging to their health or well-being in any way.
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IInntteerrnneett ssaaffeettyy

The internet is an important resource but it is open to abuse and can pose dangers
to children and young people. Organisations which use the internet and give 
children and young people access to the world wide web should take the following
steps to try to reduce inappropriate use:

l develop an internet safety policy which contains a set of rules for internet use;

l take advice on, and where required, install appropriate hardware and software 
devices which will enhance security;

l develop an internet agreement which is signed by parents where their child is 
under the age of 16 and by young people who are over the age of 16;

l display guidelines and rules for internet use next to every computer.

Although written for schools, the Scottish Executive’s guide ClickThinking: 
personal safety on the internet provides advice and guidance which could be 
adapted by arts based organisations. Copies of the guide can be downloaded from
the Scottish Executive’s website at www.scotland.gov.uk/clickthinking.

PPhhoottooggrraapphhss aanndd iimmaaggeess ooff cchhiillddrreenn

Photographs can be used as a means of identifying children when they are 
accompanied with personal information, for example the name of the child and the
club/organisation/school which s/he is a member of. This information can make the
child vulnerable to an individual who may wish to ‘groom’ the child for abuse. Also,
photo images can be used or adapted for inappropriate use.

Guidance in this area suggests that:

l if photos of children are to be published, the name of the child should not be 
printed;

l if it is important to publish a child’s name, this is not supported by a 
photograph;

l parents/carers and children should give their permission for images to be used.

A useful source of information on this issue is the website of the Child Protection
in Sport Unit: www.sportprotects.org.uk.

                            



22..44 AAlllloowwiinngg cchhiillddrreenn aanndd yyoouunngg ppeeooppllee ttoo eexxpprreessss tthheeiirr vviieewwss

Enabling children and young people to express themselves is an important aspect
of their involvement in the arts. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of
the Child states that children and young people have the right to express their views
on all matters affecting them. Participation in the arts is one way of ensuring this
right is implemented. 

You will also need to make sure that your work with children and young people
allows space for them to express their views about activities they are involved in.
Give some thought to ways that young participants can play as full a part as 
possible in planning and decision-making within your activities.

Allowing children and young people to express their views will not only assist in
their enjoyment of the activities, it can also provide another route to ensure 
their protection. In an environment where children feel respected and listened to 
it is likely that they will feel more comfortable in letting you know about 
situations where they do not feel safe. It is a good idea to ensure that children are
very clear about the procedures that should be followed should they wish to make
a complaint about a staff member or volunteer. 

22..55 FFrraammeewwoorrkk ffoorr aa ssuuggggeesstteedd ccooddee ooff pprraaccttiiccee

This section has covered some of the elements you would want to consider in set-
ting out your own code of practice. If the type of work you do involves you 
working with organisations that have their own codes of practice (schools, youth
organisations, etc), it would be advisable to be aware of their procedures before
you start. Nevertheless, it is important that you and your own organisation are
clear about the procedures you will follow and the measures you will take to ensure
that children and young people you work with are in the safest and best possible 
environment in which to participate in the arts. 
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Make sure that you and all your staff or volunteers are fully aware of your own
code of practice and that they are willing to follow it. Copies of the code of 
practice should also be available to parents. The Scottish Executive has suggested
a checklist for parents whose children are involved in youth activities. We have
reproduced this as an appendix to these guidelines.

You should also think about preparing a version of your code of practice that can
be distributed to the children and young people you work with. The 13 statements
which make up the recently launched Children’s Charter (Scottish Executive 2004)
provide a very good basis for writing your code of practice. The statements are
from children and young people and are directed to the adults who work with and
care for them:

l Get to know us.

l Speak with us.

l Listen to us.

l Take us seriously.

l Involve us.

l Respect our privacy.

l Be responsible to us.

l Think about or lives as a whole.

l Think carefully about how you use information about us.

l Put us in touch with the right people.

l Use your power to help.

l Make things happen when they should.

l Help us be safe.

It is always a good idea to involve colleagues, volunteers and the children and
young people you work with in the development of your code.

13
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When developing your code of practice it is important that you have access to 
your local authority’s Child Protection Inter-Agency Guidance. The Inter-Agency
Guidance will cover important issues such as ‘signs and indicators’; how to handle
disclosure of abuse and how to make a referral to the child protection agencies 
in your area. You can get copies of the guidance from your local social work 
department – see page three.

Some Child Protection Committees have written child protection guidelines 
especially for community and voluntary organisations. A good example of such a
publication is Highland Child Protection Committee’s Child protection policies for
your community group.

PPlleeaassee nnoottee tthhaatt tthhee bbaacckkggrroouunndd iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn oonn cchhiilldd aabbuussee iiss ccoonnttaaiinneedd iinn
SSeeccttiioonnss 33 aanndd 66..
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CCooddee ooff pprraaccttiiccee -- kkeeyy ppooiinnttss

l Plan all activities with the best interests of the children and young people as a primary
consideration.

l Set out the standards of behaviour expected from all adults and children involved in 
the activities.

l Try to ensure that all people are treated fairly and with dignity and respect.

l Establish procedures for working with children and young people who have particular 
needs (for example, intimate care needs).

l Set out the appropriate adult/child ratios for each group of children and young people 
you work with.

l Establish a procedure for discipline and consider developing an anti-bullying policy.

l Apply health and safety checks to your premises and all your activities.

l Have a clear policy about appropriateness of material you use with children and 
young people.

l Establish standardised and consistently-applied recruitment and supervision policies for 
all staff and volunteers.

l Ensure that all staff and volunteers are aware of the nature of child abuse and how it 
can be identified through certain signs and indicators.

l Establish clear procedures for dealing with disclosures and/or suspicions of abuse.

l Establish clear procedures for reporting concerns to staff in the organisation and to 
the statutory child protection agencies.

l Designate a child protection person in your organisation.

l Provide opportunities for children and young people to be involved in decision making.

l Take every effort to avoid overworking children and young people.

l Develop an ethos where children, young people and staff enjoy themselves!

l Try to ensure that staff have access to regular training in child protection and welfare 
issues.
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CChhiilldd aabbuussee ffaaccttss

l In most cases of child abuse the child knows the abuser.

l Both boys and girls are sexually abused.

l Certain groups of children (such as those with disabilities) can be more 
vulnerable to abuse. Depending on their needs, other people may have to help 
them with their personal care and, if they have communication difficulties, they 
may find it very hard to tell someone that they are being harmed.

l Children very seldom make false allegations that they have been abused.

l A child is never to blame when he or she has been abused.

l In the year to 31 March 2002, 7,200 children in Scotland were referred to 
local authorities for child protection inquiries.

WWhhaatt iiss cchhiilldd aabbuussee??

It is important for staff and volunteers to know how to recognise child abuse. It is
equally important to remember that this does not mean you are responsible for
deciding whether or not child abuse has occurred. It is your responsibility to report
any suspicions or concerns that you may have about a child or a young person.

To feel confident in recognising and responding to child abuse, it is useful to have
an understanding of what it is and the possible signs that a child or young person
is suffering from, or is at risk of, abuse.

Child abuse occurs when a person in a position of trust and/or authority misuses
this power over a child and causes him or her emotional and/or physical harm. 
This person could be a family member, or babysitter, or stranger, or community
caregiver, and in some cases it could be another young person.

3. What is child abuse?
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There are five recognised categories of child abuse. These primary categories are:
physical injury, emotional abuse, neglect, sexual abuse, and non-organic failure to
thrive.

Children and young people who live in homes where domestic violence occurs or
with families affected by substance misuse can also experience harm and neglect
and workers should be aware of the effects that such difficulties can have on chil-
dren and families.

In Scotland, there are three statutory bodies that have the legal responsibility 
for responding to child abuse. They are the social work department, the police 
and the Reporter. (For a more detailed explanation of these agencies’ statutory
responsibilities see Section 4.) Any formal action that is then taken by one of the
three statutory organisations will be based on the following definitions.

l PPhhyyssiiccaall iinnjjuurryy

Any deliberate act of physical harm to a child or young person by the person 
having care or charge over the child. This could also include a deliberate 
failure to protect a child from physical danger.

l EEmmoottiioonnaall aabbuussee

Persistent and/or severe emotional ill-treatment or rejection of a child or young 
person. This may include: degrading name-calling, complete absence of 
affection towards the child or unrealistic demands for achievement being placed 
on a child and being intimidated by threats. This is often the most difficult to 
recognise, but it can have a profound effect on children and young people.

l NNeegglleecctt

Failure to provide care, or exposure of a child to danger that seriously affects 
his or her health and/or development. This could include starvation and 
prolonged exposure to cold.
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l SSeexxuuaall aabbuussee

Where children or young people are forced or persuaded to participate in any 
form of sexual activity by another person. This may include activities that 
children or young people do not fully understand and cannot give their consent 
to; and/or they have been coerced into participating against their will. Sexual 
abuse can range from people indecently exposing themselves to children, asking 
children to touch their genitals, to sexual intercourse.

l NNoonn--oorrggaanniicc ffaaiilluurree ttoo tthhrriivvee

Children who significantly fail to reach normal growth and developmental 
milestones (that is, physical growth, weight gain, social and intellectual 
development) and there is no reasonable medical or organic explanation 
for this.

              



In order to gain a fuller understanding of some of the issues surrounding child 
protection it is useful to be aware of the legal framework that supports these 
guidelines. It is important that you are aware of your legal responsibilities and how
they link with the recommendations made within these guidelines.

44..11 UUnniitteedd NNaattiioonnss CCoonnvveennttiioonn oonn tthhee RRiigghhttss ooff tthhee CChhiilldd

The key principles that underpin these guidelines are based on articles within 
the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. The UK ratified the
Convention in 1991, thereby committing itself to ensuring that its laws and 
policies comply with the Convention. A large proportion of children’s legislation
passed since 1991 has taken account of Convention principles.

A summary version of the Convention is reproduced in an appendix to these 
guidelines.

44..22 WWhhoo aarree cchhiillddrreenn??

These guidelines refer to children and young people. This means people who are
under the age of 18. This definition is based on that contained within the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.

However, you should be aware that in Scots law, legal responsibilities for some
purposes define a child as up to the age of 16. If you are working with people
between the ages of 16 and 18 you may want to make further enquiries as to
whether or not you have the legal responsibilities. As suggested above, it is 
recommended that these guidelines are appropriate to use in work with children
and young people up to the age of 18.
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4. The legal framework

              



44..33 GGeenneerraall rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittiieess

The Children (Scotland) Act 1995 (section 5) states that an adult (over 16 years
of age) who has care or control of a child under the age of 16 has the 
responsibility to: “do what is reasonable in all circumstances to safeguard the
child's health, development and welfare”.

You should assume that in most situations where you are in charge of children 
or young people that you also have “care or control”. This provision is a positive
duty to safeguard the child's welfare and applies in all situations apart from in
schools. Education legislation places particular powers and duties on the education 
authorities whilst a child or young person is in school.

Criminal liability can arise where the adult: “wilfully assaults, ill-treats, 
neglects, abandons or exposes [the child] … in a manner likely to cause [the child]
unnecessary suffering or injury to health” (Children and Young Persons (Scotland)
Act 1937, section 12). It is important to note that harm does not actually have to
occur in order for there to be liability.

The Protection of Children (Scotland) Act 2003 will help to strengthen the 
safeguards already in place to protect children and young people. It applies to all
organisations that appoint paid and volunteer workers to “child care” positions (as
defined under Schedule 2 of the Act). The Act defines “child care” positions in a
broad way. A definition that applies to many posts is:

““AA cchhiilldd ccaarree ppoossiittiioonn iiss aa ppoossiittiioonn wwhhoossee nnoorrmmaall dduuttiieess iinncclluuddee ccaarriinngg 
ffoorr,, ttrraaiinniinngg,, ssuuppeerrvviissiinngg oorr bbeeiinngg iinn ssoollee cchhaarrggee ooff cchhiillddrreenn..””

At the centre of the Act is the Disqualified from Working with Children List (the
List) which holds the names of individuals who will commit an offence if they apply
to work in “child care” positions.

The Act also places organisations under a legal duty to:

l refer an individual to the List where the grounds for referral are met; 

l not appoint an individual who is fully listed to a “child care” position; 

l remove an individual who is fully listed from a “child care” position.

FFoorr ffuurrtthheerr iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn oonn tthhee AAcctt ggoo ttoo wwwwww..ssccoottllaanndd..ggoovv..uukk..
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44..44 RReeggiissttrraattiioonn ooff ddaayy ccaarree ((ffrroomm 11 AApprriill 22000022))

If you are working with children under the age of 16 you may be required to 
register with the Scottish Commission for the Regulation of Care. If you provide
care for under-16s that is for more than two hours a day, and for more than 
six days a year, this may be counted as day care and as such would require 
registration under the Regulation of Care (Scotland) Act 2001. It is not the 
intention of this Act to regulate recreational clubs or groups such as uniformed 
organisations. However if you are unsure as to whether this applies to you, it is best
that you check with the Scottish Commission for the Regulation of Care.

44..55 SSttaattuuttoorryy aaggeenncciieess

As pointed out above, everyone working with children and young people has a legal
responsibility to safeguard children’s welfare. Statutory agencies such as the police
and social work departments have additional responsibilities. It is helpful to have
an understanding of what these responsibilities are and who you should contact
when you are concerned about a child or young person. Remember that your work
with children and young people could make you aware of situations where a child
or young person is in danger of harm and it is important that you feel comfortable
working alongside the statutory agencies for the protection of children.

l PPoolliiccee

The police have a general duty to investigate where they believe that a 
criminal offence may have been committed. If they believe that a child may be
in need of compulsory measures of supervision then they will refer the matter 
to the Reporter.

l SSoocciiaall wwoorrkk ddeeppaarrttmmeennttss

The social work department of your local authority has statutory duties to 
protect children. If the social work department receives information that 
suggests a child is in need of compulsory measures of supervision (see page 22) 
it will make inquiries and pass on any information it discovers to the Reporter. 
The social work department may continue to be involved once it has passed 
information on to the Reporter.
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If you ever have any concerns about a child, you should contact your local social 
work department in the first instance (see Section 6).

l RReeppoorrtteerr aanndd CChhiillddrreenn''ss HHeeaarriinnggss

Children's Hearings are part of the Scottish system that deals with children and 
young people in need of protection and those who commit offences. AAnnyyoonnee
(including you) can refer a child to the Reporter.

If a Reporter receives information that suggests a child may be in need of 
compulsory measures of supervision he or she will make an initial investigation. 
This information may be gathered directly or through the social work 
department or other agencies. If it appears to the Reporter that the child is in 
need of compulsory measures of supervision (see below) the Reporter will 
arrange a Children’s Hearing.

If the Reporter decides that a Hearing is not necessary then he or she will 
inform the child and any other relevant person including the person who 
provided the information. The Reporter may also refer the case to the local 
authority and ask it to offer assistance to the child and his or her family.

CCoommppuullssoorryy mmeeaassuurreess ooff ssuuppeerrvviissiioonn

Section 52 of the Children (Scotland) Act 1995 sets out the grounds upon which
a child can be referred to a Children’s Hearing. The list of grounds is fairly wide
and includes situations where:

l a child has been abused;

l a child has committed an offence;

l a child has misused alcohol or drugs;

l a child has been missing school regularly.
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5. Recruitment and supervision of staff and 
volunteers

Creating the best possible environment in which children and young people can
enjoy arts activities depends very much on the adults that are working with them.
The recruitment and supervision of staff and volunteers are therefore aspects that
should be treated with the utmost care and consideration.

A good recruitment and supervision system in itself does not guarantee the safety
of children and young people. Adequate checks on staff or volunteers need to form
part of an overall code of practice for working with children and young people as
suggested in Section 2.

It is possible that some arts workers will have had formal training in working with
children and young people. For many, however, working in this field may be a very
new experience. Even if the contact with children and young people is likely to 
be minimal, it is important to try and implement the procedures suggested. The 
consequences of failing to provide adequate checks in recruitment and supervision
could be very serious.

Try not to see the adoption of comprehensive recruitment and supervision 
procedures as burdensome and a barrier to recruiting staff and volunteers. If you
have good standards of practice in your organisation it is more likely that people
will want to join and more likely that parents and carers will feel comfortable in
allowing you and your staff to work with their children. Most adults who work with
children and young people are aware of the reasons these procedures are put in
place and are happy to co-operate with them.

If you are introducing these procedures for the first time you should also ensure
that all current staff and volunteers complete the relevant forms, and provide
names of referees etc.

    



55..11 RReeccrruuiittiinngg ssttaaffff aanndd vvoolluunntteeeerrss

It does not matter whether you are paying somebody to work with children and
young people or if he or she is volunteering. It is important to remember that 
anyone who applies to your organisation may have the potential to cause harm to
a child or young person in some way. The same procedures must be followed 
consistently when any new person applies for a position that may involve direct 
contact with children and young people. 

The suggestions below are in line with equivalent procedures set out in most child
protection guidelines.

Remember: be ccoonnssiisstteenntt and ccoommpprreehheennssiivvee. 

l GGiivvee aallll ssttaaffff aanndd vvoolluunntteeeerrss cclleeaarr rroolleess

Before recruiting somebody, think through what you would want that person to 
do. What kind of skills will they require? What kind of person are you looking 
for? Set out a job description for every post within your organisation. This 
helps the member of staff or volunteer know what is expected of them.

l AApppplliiccaattiioonn ffoorrmm

Every member of staff and every volunteer should complete a standard 
application form to ensure that you have all the relevant details. A copy of the 
job description and your code of practice for working with children and young 
people should be attached to every application form.

The sort of information you will require includes:

w an indication of any previous experience of working with children and 
young people;

w names of two referees – ideally one of whom should have knowledge of the 
applicant’s previous work with children and young people (if the applicant 
does not have such experience, ask for a reference from a reputable person 
who could comment on the applicant’s suitability);

w a declaration of any past convictions or cases pending (see below).

The form should also assure the applicant that all information will be treated 
in confidence.
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l IInntteerrvviieeww

All applicants should undergo some kind of interview with representatives of 
your organisation. The purpose should be to explore the applicant’s suitability 
compared to the job description and particularly his or her previous experience 
of work or contact with children and young people. If there is any reason for 
you to have concerns about the applicant’s response take the time to explore the 
issue further.

l RReeffeerreenncceess

If you think that the applicant is suitable then you should ask their referees for 
a written reference. This should normally be followed up orally. Referees should 
always be asked to confirm that they have no concerns about the applicant 
working with children.

l DDiisscclloossuurree cchheecckkss

The Protection of Children (Scotland) Act 2003 places organisations under a
legal obligation to make sure that they do not recruit individuals to “child care”
positions (as defined under Schedule 2 of the Act) who are fully listed on the 
DDiissqquuaalliiffiieedd ffrroomm wwoorrkkiinngg wwiitthh cchhiillddrreenn list. Individuals who are 
provisionally listed are not disqualified from working with children. The only 
way to get access to the names of individuals who are on the list is via a 
disclosure check at Standard or Enhanced levels. Disclosure Scotland provides 
disclosure information in disclosure certificates. The Central Registered Body 
in Scotland (CRBS) acts on behalf of the voluntary sector and processes 
requests for Standard and Enhanced disclosures (not Basic) through to 
Disclosure Scotland.

Registration is free of charge for voluntary organisations as are all disclosure 
applications made on behalf of volunteers working within the voluntary sector. 
A charge of £13.60 is applied to disclosure applications made on behalf of paid 
staff within the registered organisation.

Further details on disclosure checks can be obtained from Disclosure Scotland 
at www.disclosurescotland.org.uk and the Central Registered Body in Scotland 
at www.crbs.org.uk.

                         



l TTrriiaall ppeerriioodd

When an applicant is successful it should be standard practice that he or she 
goes through a trial period before the appointment is confirmed. This provides 
you with a chance to observe the applicant at work with children and young 
people and also gives the applicant a chance to decide whether this type of work 
is right for them. A good supervision system will assist both the applicant and 
the organisations throughout the trial period.

55..22 SSuuppeerrvviissiioonn ooff ssttaaffff aanndd vvoolluunntteeeerrss

When thinking about child protection issues, most people concentrate on the
recruitment aspect. However, it is probably more important that you set up a 
supervision system for all staff and volunteers. Such a system should go beyond
simply watching how the staff and volunteers interact with children, although this
will be part of it.

Supervision should provide an opportunity:

l to satisfy those in charge that the children and young people are safe;

l for the staff and volunteers to raise issues that they are concerned about;

l to identify training and support needs of staff and volunteers.

This may be best achieved through regular meetings with staff and volunteers on
either a group or individual basis. Refer back to the code of practice in Section 2
and use the issues highlighted there as a basis for the sort of things to look out for. 

The extent to which you will be able to implement these systems will depend on 
the size and nature of your organisation, but every effort should be made to 
incorporate as many of these suggestions as possible.
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Arts programmes, by their very nature, encourage children and young people to
express thoughts, feelings and emotions. It is possible that these types of activities
will also allow for children to express personal things about themselves. This could
be related to fears or concerns that they have as well; it could include disclosures
of abuse. This makes it even more important for those adults working with children
in the arts to be aware of child abuse and how to respond to children who may be
suffering from some harm.

66..11 DDeessiiggnnaatteedd cchhiilldd pprrootteeccttiioonn wwoorrkkeerr

It is good practice for organisations, no matter how big or small, to designate at
least one person who has responsibility for dealing with allegations or suspicions
of abuse. It should be clear to everyone in the organisation who this person is and
how he or she can be contacted. 

It would be the responsibility of the designated child protection worker to ensure
that any formal referrals are made to the correct bodies (social work, police and/or
the Reporter – see Section 4 for an explanation of their statutory duties). If staff
and volunteers are unsure of something related to the well-being of a child, they
should consult this person to determine the most appropriate course of action.

The person(s) in this very important position should also have the responsibility for
staying current on any changes in practice or legislation that may have an impact
on the organisation's child protection procedures.

Staff and volunteers should also be aware of who they can contact outside their
organisation, should there be any reason why reporting a concern or an incident 
to someone inside would be problematic. This may be more of an issue for smaller
organisations or, for example, in cases where an allegation is made against the 
designated child protection worker. 

6. What to do if I am concerned about a a child or 
young person?

         



There are various ways that you might learn of a child or young person who is 
suffering from harm or that may be at risk of suffering from harm. 

l You may observe something about the child that causes you concern. For 
example, the child could have a suspicious bruise, or he or she could 
consistently come to the programme inappropriately dressed for the weather or 
hungry, or you may have serious and persistent concerns about the child’s 
personal hygiene. In these instances your concern should be raised if there does 
not appear to be a satisfactory explanation for the child's presentation.

l A child or young person may tell you that someone has mistreated or is 
mistreating them in some way. This is often referred to as disclosure of abuse. 
It is important to consider how to respond to children should they disclose 
information like this. This area is discussed in detail in Section 6.2.

l A child, young person or an adult may tell you about another child that he or 
she is concerned about. 

66..22 HHooww ttoo rreessppoonndd ttoo aa cchhiilldd wwhhoo hhaass ttoolldd yyoouu tthheeyy hhaavvee bbeeeenn hhaarrmmeedd 
oorr tthheeyy aarree bbeeiinngg hhaarrmmeedd??

Child abuse is something that can and does make many people feel uncomfortable.
Most of us would not like to believe that an adult we know could cause harm to a
child. But it can and does happen. There are things that we can do to help children
and young people to feel safe and comfortable should they disclose abuse to us.

Here are some important things to remember in the event of a disclosure:

l Never promise a child or young person that you will not tell anyone what he or 
she has told you. Explain to the child or young person that, in concern for his 
or her well-being, you have to pass this information on but that it will be to as 
few people as possible. Tell the child who will be told and, to the best of your 
knowledge, explain to them what will happen next.

l Your reaction should be neutral and non-judgemental. If a child or young 
person is telling you about abuse they may have suffered, this can be difficult 
to hear but it is important that any reactions you might have are kept to a 
minimum. Remember that the child may be telling you about something scary 
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or frightening that has happened to them and your calm, neutral and supportive 
reaction is important.

l Do not press the child for more information. You should not ask any leading 
questions, for example “did your uncle Sam/aunt Sally to do this you?” Allow
the child to tell his or her story. You only need to establish the basics of what 
happened and what (if any) risk the child is currently at. For example, is the 
adult the child is talking about the one that they will be going home to today? 
You just need to establish how immediate any action taken must be.

l Keep in mind that the child may have been told not to tell anyone about this. 
Sometimes people who abuse children or young people will threaten further 
harm to them or to someone they care about, if they tell anyone. Reassure the 
child that they have done the right thing in telling you and that you and others 
are going to help them.

l There are lots of reasons why children may be afraid to tell, some of which are: 
they may have been bribed not to tell; they feel to blame for what has happened 
to them; they may have experienced actual or threatened violence from the 
abuser; and/or they may be afraid of what might happen to the abuser as this 
person could be someone they know and care about.

l As soon as possible after a child has told you his or her story, you should write 
it down as the child told it to you.

l Report this information to your designated child protection worker. It is the 
responsibility of this person to pass the information on to the appropriate 
authorities and to consult with them on any immediate action that should 
be taken to ensure the safety of the child or young person. In most cases, the 
report should be made to your local social work department.

66..33 WWhhaatt hhaappppeennss iiff aa cchhiilldd mmaakkeess aann aalllleeggaattiioonn aaggaaiinnsstt aa ssttaaffff 
mmeemmbbeerr oorr vvoolluunntteeeerr??

This is perhaps one of the most difficult areas to consider. It is often difficult for
people to accept that child abuse could occur within their own organisation and/or
that someone they know and work with could cause harm to a child. Good practice
in both the recruitment and supervision of staff and volunteers should be designed

                  



in such a way that the risk of child abuse is reduced. However, the possibility of
abuse cannot be eliminated and constant vigilance is necessary.

If a child or young person tells you that someone in your organisation has caused
them harm, this should be treated in the same way as any other disclosure a child
may make. The information should be passed on to the designated child protection
worker and handled in the same fashion. This will ensure that the allegations are
treated in a consistent and fair manner.

Staff and volunteers need to be made aware of the process and what will happen in
the event of an allegation made against them. These procedures and processes are
in place first and foremost to protect and promote the well-being of children, but
they also provide staff and volunteers with the assurance that there is a 
consistent and predictable response to allegations of child abuse.

If an allegation is made against a staff member or volunteer, you should consider
suspending the individual's work with the organisation until the situation has been
investigated. If you are unsure of what action to take, it would be appropriate to
seek the guidance of either the police or social work department (or both).
Remember the most important thing to consider here is the well-being and best
interest of the young person.

66..44 WWhhaatt sstteeppss ddoo II ttaakkee iiff II hhaavvee ccoonncceerrnnss aabboouutt aa cchhiilldd oorr yyoouunngg 
ppeerrssoonn,, bbuutt tthheeyy hhaavvee nnoott aaccttuuaallllyy ttoolldd mmee aannyytthhiinngg??

As previously mentioned, you may be concerned about a child or young person
although he or she has not actually made any disclosures or told you that anything
is wrong. When children are being abused, they are often threatened and told to
not tell anyone. 

Sometimes, concern is raised about a child because of something that has 
been noticed. For example, they could have a suspicious bruise with no 
satisfactory explanation, or there could be a sudden and significant change in 
their personality and/or behaviour.

30

Creating safety - child protection guidelines for the arts

        



31

Creating safety - child protection guidelines for the arts

The following is a list of some of the things to look for that may indicate something
is wrong:

l sudden withdrawal from others;

l suspicious bruises with unsatisfactory explanations (for example: hand or
finger prints, bruising on the face or neck, lower back);

l extreme anger or sadness;

l fear of strangers;

l aggressive behaviour;

l attention-seeking behaviour;

l lack of self-esteem;

l inappropriate sexual behaviour for their age;

l self-injury;

l depression.

These are a few of the signs and indicators which could indicate that a 
child is being abused. There are many other indications and your local Child
Protection Committee’s Child Protection Inter-Agency guidance will list these. 
The guidance will also provide advice on how to respond to certain types of signs
and indicators.

Signs and indicators do not conclusively mean that a child or young person is being
abused; however they are reason for some concern. It could be that a child’s grand-
parent has passed away and the child is sad. There may be a perfectly good reason.
However, we do know that children and young people who have been abused may
sometimes react in some or all of these ways. These indicators characterise ‘red
flags’ for adults to pay attention to.

If you are concerned about a child or young person ask his or her family if there 
is any reason why he or she may be acting out of the ordinary. If you continue to
be concerned and you are unable to determine reasonable causes, discuss your
observations with the designated child protection worker in your organisation.
Trust your intuition and don’t keep things to yourself.

                       



If you are unsure, but suspect that a child or young person may be suffering harm,
discuss it with your designated child protection worker. Don’t keep suspicions to
yourself. Remember it is not your role to determine whether or not abuse has taken
place and you should always err on the side of caution.

66..55 RReeccoorrddiinngg iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn

When a child or young person discloses something to you that causes concern it is
important to clearly record this information. Any concerns about a child or young
person should be recorded regardless of whether or not it will be ultimately passed
on to the statutory authorities.

It is recommended that your organisation develops a recording mechanism that
your staff and volunteers are familiar with. This form should be readily accessible.
This ensures that consistent information is gathered about children and young 
people there may be concerns about, and it will act as a reminder of what 
information should be recorded.

The information should be written down immediately, or at least within 24 hours
of the concern. The individual who had the concern or to whom the disclosure was
made should be the one to record it.

The following information should be contained in the written report if known:

l date and time;

l name of person making the report;

l name and date-of-birth of the child or young person;

l as much family information as possible (names, addresses, phone numbers);

l nature of the concern;

l what the child actually said (if the child disclosed anything);

l any observations made that would support the concern;

l name of the alleged abuser.
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Both the author and the designated child protection worker should sign this form.
If the matter is then passed on to a statutory authority, this written information
should be forwarded following any telephone contact with them.

66..66 RRoollee ooff tthhee ssoocciiaall wwoorrkk ddeeppaarrttmmeenntt

The local authority social work department has the statutory responsibility to
investigate and respond to all reports of child abuse. It may do this in conjunction
with the police, if it is felt their involvement is appropriate and/or needed. You
should make contact with your nearest department to establish its particular 
procedures for reporting concerns about children. The social work department has
staff who are trained to investigate child abuse, assess risk and to develop 
safety plans for children and families.

WWhhaatt aabboouutt ddeeffaammaattiioonn??

“Concerned adults are sometimes reluctant to report suspicions of 
abuse for fear that the person suspected will sue them for defamation 
if the allegation turns out to be unfounded.

To be defamatory, a statement must first of all be untrue. Even if 
subsequently shown to be untrue, the statement will be protected by 
‘qualified privilege’ if it is made to the appropriate authority ‘in 
response to a duty, whether legal, moral or social or in the protection 
of an interest’. Unjustified repetition of the allegations to other 
persons will not be protected by privilege.

The qualification on privilege refers to statements motivated by malice. 
If a statement, even to the appropriate authority, can be shown to be 
not only untrue, but motivated by malice, then an act of defamation 
could be successful.”

If you are still concerned about defamation you are advised to seek legal advice.

(extract taken from Guidelines on Child Protection prepared for the independent
schools in Scotland by Kathleen Marshall BA (Hons) LLB)
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These guidelines are as up-to-date as possible but there are frequent moves to improve policy and
legislation relating to child protection. This is an area of law and practice that can and will
change and you will need to ensure that you keep up-to-date with the latest developments.

All adults working with children and young people should have training to accompany their 
reading and understanding of these guidelines. Please contact Children in Scotland for details of
training events directly related to these guidelines.

It is suggested throughout these guidelines that you adapt the content to meet the needs of 
your own situation. Ideally, you should have drawn up your own code of practice (Section 2). It
therefore makes sense to ensure that there is an internal procedure for making staff and 
volunteers aware of what is expected of them.

The idea of formal training may not appeal to some staff or volunteers but the issue is too 
important not to be addressed at some level. If staff or volunteers would prefer to use these 
guidelines as their main source of information then make sure that they have a good 
understanding of what is written.

FFoorr ffuurrtthheerr iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn::

If you would like further information on any of the issues raised in these guidelines you may wish
to contact one of the following organisations.

CChhiillddrreenn 11sstt
Children 1st, The Royal Scottish Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Children, works to give 
every child in Scotland a safe and secure childhood. Its main areas of work include: supporting
families under stress; protecting children from harm and neglect; helping children recover from
abuse; and, promoting children’s rights and interests.
CChhiillddrreenn 11sstt,, MMeellvviillllee HHoouussee,, 4411 PPoollwwaarrtthh TTeerrrraaccee,, EEddiinnbbuurrgghh EEHH1111 11NNUU
PPhhoonnee:: 00113311 333377 88553399  FFaaxx:: 00113311 334466 88228844 wwwwww..cchhiillddrreenn11sstt..oorrgg..uukk

Next steps - training and further information
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CChhiillddLLiinnee
It is always worth reminding children that they can call ChildLine for free if they have anything
that they want to talk about. ChildLine can also be written to at:
CChhiillddLLiinnee SSccoottllaanndd,, FFrreeeeppoosstt 11111111,, GGllaassggooww GG11 11BBRR
HHeellpplliinnee:: 00880000 11111111

PPaarreennttlliinnee SSccoottllaanndd
This helpline is for parents and carers who need advice or support.
HHeellpplliinnee:: 00880088 880000 22222222

CChhiillddrreenn iinn SSccoottllaanndd
Children in Scotland is the national agency for voluntary, statutory and professional 
organisations and individuals working with children and their families in Scotland. It will be 
able to assist you in accessing further information about child protection.
CChhiillddrreenn iinn SSccoottllaanndd,,  55 SShhaannddwwiicckk PPllaaccee,, EEddiinnbbuurrgghh EEHH22 44RRGG
PPhhoonnee:: 00113311 222288 88448844  FFaaxx:: 00113311 222288 88558855  wwwwww..cchhiillddrreenniinnssccoottllaanndd..oorrgg..uukk

DDiisscclloossuurree SSccoottllaanndd
Disclosure Scotland is responsible for issuing 3 levels of certificates known as “Basic
Disclosures”, “Standard Disclosures” and “Enhanced Disclosures”. It aims to help employers
and voluntary organisations in Scotland make safer recruitment decisions.
DDiisscclloossuurree SSccoottllaanndd,, SSCCRROO,, 11 PPaacciiffiicc QQuuaayy,, GGllaassggooww,, GG5511 11EEAA
PPhhoonnee:: 00114411 558855 88449955  FFaaxx:: 00114411 55885588334444  wwwwww..ddiisscclloossuurreessccoottllaanndd..ccoo..uukk

CCeennttrraall RReeggiisstteerreedd BBooddyy iinn SSccoottllaanndd
CRBS acts on behalf of the voluntary sector to process Disclosure applications for voluntary 
organisations. Registration is free of charge for voluntary organisations as are all Disclosure
applications made on behalf of volunteers working within the voluntary sector.
CCRRBBSS,, UUnniitt 5555,, SSttiirrlliinngg EEnntteerrpprriissee PPaarrkk,, SSttiirrlliinngg,, FFKK77 77RRPP
PPhhoonnee:: 0011778866 884499777777  FFaaxx:: 0011778866 884499776677  wwwwww..ccrrbbss..oorrgg..uukk

SSccoottttiisshh CCoommmmiissssiioonn ffoorr tthhee RReegguullaattiioonn ooff CCaarree
Known as the Care Commission, this independent body has the responsibility to regulate all care
services currently being regulated by local authorities and health boards.
CCaarree CCoommmmiissssiioonn,, FFlloooorr 88,, CCiittyy HHoouussee,, OOvveerrggaattee,, DDuunnddeeee DDDD11 11UUHH
wwwwww..ccaarree ccoommmmiissssiioonn..ccoomm
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LLooccaall ccoonnttaaccttss

Please use this section to write down contact details for the people that you may
need to contact at a local level.

LLooccaall ssoocciiaall wwoorrkk ddeeppaarrttmmeenntt

LLooccaall ppoolliiccee ssttaattiioonn

DDeessiiggnnaatteedd cchhiilldd pprrootteeccttiioonn wwoorrkkeerr

RReeppoorrtteerr
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((TTaakkeenn ffrroomm WWhhaatt rriigghhttss?? pprroodduucceedd bbyy UUNNIICCEEFF))

AArrttiiccllee 11
Everyone under 18 years of age has all the rights in this Convention.

AArrttiiccllee 22
The Convention applies to everyone whatever their race, religion, abilities, whatever they think or
say, whatever type of family they come from.

AArrttiiccllee 33
All organisations concerned with children should work towards what is best for each child.

AArrttiiccllee 44
Governments should make these rights available to children.

AArrttiiccllee 55
Governments should respect the rights and responsibilities of families to direct and guide their
children so that, as they grow, they learn to use their rights properly.

AArrttiiccllee 66
All children have the right to life. Governments should ensure that children survive and develop
healthily.

AArrttiiccllee 77
All children have the right to a legally registered name, the right to a nationality and the right to
know and, as far as possible, to be cared for by their parents.

AArrttiiccllee 88
Governments should respect children’s right to a name, a nationality and family ties.

AAppppeennddiixx 11 

Summary of the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child

                                                       



AArrttiiccllee 99
Children should not be separated from their parents unless it is for their own good, for example
if a parent is mistreating or neglecting a child. Children whose parents have separated have the
right to stay in contact with both parents, unless this might hurt the child.

AArrttiiccllee 1100
Families who live in different countries should be allowed to move between those countries so that
parents and children can stay in contact or get back together as a family.

AArrttiiccllee 1111
Governments should take steps to stop children being taken out of their own country illegally.

AArrttiiccllee 1122
Children have the right to say what they think should happen when adults are making decisions
that affect them and to have their opinions taken into account.

AArrttiiccllee 1133
Children have the right to get and to share information as long as the information is not damag-
ing to them or to others.

AArrttiiccllee 1144
Children have the right to think and believe what they want and to practise their religion, as long
as they are not stopping other people from enjoying their rights. Parents should guide their 
children on these matters.

AArrttiiccllee 1155
Children have the right to meet together and to join groups and organisations, as long as this does
not stop other people from enjoying their rights.

AArrttiiccllee 1166
Children have a right to privacy. The law should protect them from attacks against their way of
life, their good name, their families and their homes.

AArrttiiccllee 1177
Children have the right to reliable information from the mass media. Television, radio, and 
newspapers should provide information that children can understand, and should not promote
materials that could harm children.
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AArrttiiccllee 1188
Both parents share responsibility for bringing up their children, and should always consider what
is best for each child. Governments should help parents by providing services to support them,
especially if both parents work.

AArrttiiccllee 1199
Governments should ensure that children are properly cared for, and protect them from violence,
abuse and neglect by their parents or anyone else who looks after them.

AArrttiiccllee 2200
Children who cannot be looked after by their own family must be looked after properly, by 
people who respect their religion, culture and language.

AArrttiiccllee 2211
When children are adopted the first concern must be what is best for them. The same rules should
apply whether the children are adopted in the country where they were born or taken to live in
another country.

AArrttiiccllee 2222
Children who come into a country as refugees should have the same rights as children born in that
country.

AArrttiiccllee 2233
Children who have any kind of disability should have special care and support so that they can
lead full and independent lives.

AArrttiiccllee 2244
Children have the right to good quality health care and to clean water, nutritious food and a clean
environment so that they will stay healthy. Rich countries should help poorer countries achieve
this.

AArrttiiccllee 2255
Children who are looked after by their local authority rather than their parents should have their
situation reviewed regularly.

AArrttiiccllee 2266
The Government should provide extra money for the children of families in need.

                                               



AArrttiiccllee 2277
Children have a right to a standard of living that is good enough to meet their physical and 
mental needs. The Government should help families who cannot afford to provide this.

AArrttiiccllee 2288
Children have a right to an education. Discipline in schools should respect children’s human 
dignity. Primary education should be free. Wealthy countries should help poorer countries
achieve this.

AArrttiiccllee 2299
Education should develop each child’s personality and talents to the full. It should encourage 
children to respect their parents, and their own and other cultures.

AArrttiiccllee 3300
Children have a right to learn and use the language and customs of their families, whether these
are shared by the majority of people in the country or not.

AArrttiiccllee 3311
All children have a right to relax and play, and to join in a wide range of activities.

AArrttiiccllee 3322
The Government should protect children from work that is dangerous or might harm their health
or their education.

AArrttiiccllee 3333
The Government should provide ways of protecting children from dangerous drugs.

AArrttiiccllee 3344
The Government should protect children from sexual abuse.

AArrttiiccllee 3355
The Government should make sure that children are not abducted or sold.

AArrttiiccllee 3366
Children should be protected from any activities that could harm their development.
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AArrttiiccllee 3377
Children who break the law should not be treated cruelly. They should not be put in prison with
adults and should be able to keep in contact with their families.

AArrttiiccllee 3388
Governments should not allow children under 15 to join the army. Children in war zones should
receive special protection.

AArrttiiccllee 3399
Children who have been neglected or abused should receive special help to restore their 
self-respect.

AArrttiiccllee 4400
Children who are accused of breaking the law should receive legal help. Prison sentences for 
children should only be used for the most serious offences.

AArrttiiccllee 4411
If the laws of a particular country protect children better than the articles of the Convention, then
those laws should stay.

AArrttiiccllee 4422
The Government should make the Convention known to all parents and children. The Convention
on the Rights of the Child has 54 articles in all. 

AArrttiicclleess 4433--5544 aarree aabboouutt hhooww aadduullttss aanndd ggoovveerrnnmmeennttss sshhoouulldd wwoorrkk ttooggeetthheerr ttoo mmaakkee ssuurree aallll
cchhiillddrreenn ggeett aallll tthheeiirr rriigghhttss.. AA ccoonnvveennttiioonn iiss aann aaggrreeeemmeenntt bbeettwweeeenn ccoouunnttrriieess ttoo oobbeeyy tthhee ssaammee
llaaww.. WWhheenn tthhee ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt ooff aa ccoouunnttrryy rraattiiffiieess aa ccoonnvveennttiioonn,, tthhaatt mmeeaannss iitt aaggrreeeess ttoo oobbeeyy tthhee
llaaww wwrriitttteenn ddoowwnn iinn tthhaatt ccoonnvveennttiioonn.. TThhee UUnniitteedd KKiinnggddoomm ooff GGrreeaatt BBrriittaaiinn aanndd NNoorrtthheerrnn IIrreellaanndd
rraattiiffiieedd tthhee CCoonnvveennttiioonn oonn tthhee RRiigghhttss ooff tthhee CChhiilldd oonn 1166 DDeecceemmbbeerr 11999911.. TThhaatt mmeeaannss oouurr 
ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt nnooww hhaass ttoo mmaakkee ssuurree tthhaatt eevveerryy cchhiilldd hhaass aallll tthhee rriigghhttss iinn tthhee CCoonnvveennttiioonn..

For copies of the UNICEF leaflet call the UNICEF Helpdesk on 0870 606 3377. Quote code:
32021.

FFoorr ffuurrtthheerr iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn oonn tthhee CCoonnvveennttiioonn,, ccoonnttaacctt::

UNICEF, Africa House, 64-78 Kingsway, London WC2B 6NB 

Phone: 020 7405 5592   www.unicef.org.uk
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((TTaakkeenn ffrroomm PPrrootteeccttiinngg cchhiillddrreenn –– sseeccuurriinngg tthheeiirr ssaaffeettyy,, SSccoottttiisshh EExxeeccuuttiivvee 22000000 aavvaaiillaabbllee oonn
tthhee iinntteerrnneett aatt wwwwww..ssccoottllaanndd..ggoovv..uukk))

Over half a million young people take part in Scotland’s 11,000 youth organisations and 
clubs. There are 80,000 volunteers and 2,000 paid workers providing this essential service, 
representing a huge investment in our young people.

While youth organisations are constantly trying to strengthen their selection processes for
recruiting leaders and improving their training provision, parents should assure themselves about
standards before allowing their young people to join a club or group for organised activities.

The following information sets out some basic questions parents might ask about the status and
credentials of the club and its leaders. Youth organisation leaders, many of whom are parents
themselves, encourage and welcome this kind of parental interest.

1100 qquueessttiioonnss ttoo aasskk

11.. DDooeess tthhee yyoouutthh ggrroouupp//cclluubb bbeelloonngg ttoo aa llaarrggeerr oorrggaanniissaattiioonn lliikkee tthhee SSccoouuttss,, GGuuiiddeess,, 
BBooyyss’’ BBrriiggaaddee,, GGiirrllss’’ BBrriiggaaddee??

These umbrella organisations provide the group/club with access to professional support, 
training and advice – not all youth groups/clubs belong to an umbrella organisation or 
network – and if they don’t you should ask for details about who runs the club; are they local
parents/teachers; do they have any contact with other youth groups or the local council?

22.. DDooeess tthhee ggrroouupp//cclluubb hhaavvee ccoonnttaacctt wwiitthh tthhee llooccaall ccoouunncciill’’ss ccoommmmuunniittyy eedduuccaattiioonn oorr 
ccoommmmuunniittyy sseerrvviicceess ddeeppaarrttmmeenntt??

AAppppeennddiixx 22 

Young people’s involvement in youth activities: 
a checklist for parents

                         



43

Creating safety - child protection guidelines for the arts

33.. IIss tthheerree aa lleeaafflleett wwhhiicchh ggiivveess bbaassiicc iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn aabboouutt tthhee yyoouutthh ggrroouupp//cclluubb,, iittss aaiimmss,, lleeaaddeerrss,,
nnaattuurree ooff tthhee aaccttiivviittiieess,, ccoosstt,, mmeeeettiinngg ddaayy((ss)) aanndd ttiimmeess ooff mmeeeettiinngg ((ssttaarrtt aanndd ffiinniisshh)) 
iinncclluuddiinngg hhoolliiddaayyss?? IIss iitt eessttaabblliisshheedd pprraaccttiiccee tthhaatt ppaarreennttaall ccoonnsseenntt iiss ssoouugghhtt ffoorr oouuttssiiddee 
vviissiittss,, aaddvveennttuurree aaccttiivviittiieess eettcc??

44.. DDooeess tthhee yyoouutthh ggrroouupp//cclluubb hhaavvee sseett pprroocceedduurreess oonn tthhee rreeccrruuiittmmeenntt,, ttrraaiinniinngg aanndd mmaannaaggeemmeenntt
ooff wwoorrkkeerrss//vvoolluunntteeeerrss iinncclluuddiinngg ttrraaiinniinngg oonn pprrootteeccttiinngg cchhiillddrreenn aanndd ppeerrssoonnnneell??

These may have been established by the national organisation but local workers/volunteers 
should be aware of the criteria, have met the recruitment standards and have access to 
relevant training.

55.. AArree tthheerree aaddeeqquuaattee nnuummbbeerrss ooff lleeaaddeerrss ((vvoolluunntteeeerrss//ppaaiidd ssttaaffff)) aanndd iiss tthheerree aa cclleeaarr ppoolliiccyy tthhaatt
tthheerree sshhoouulldd bbee ttwwoo aadduulltt lleeaaddeerrss ffoorr aann aaccttiivviittyy//mmeeeettiinngg ttoo ooppeerraattee ssaaffeellyy??

There should always be two leaders on hand, with one the same sex as the group of young 
people in the club – and maybe you could volunteer to help!

66.. DDooeess tthhee ggrroouupp//cclluubb hhaavvee aa ffoorrmmaall ccoonnssttiittuuttiioonn sseettttiinngg oouutt iittss aaiimmss,, mmaannaaggeemmeenntt aanndd 
ffiinnaanncciiaall ppoolliiccyy aanndd pprroocceedduurreess??

Most youth groups/clubs have a management committee which meets on a regular basis with 
local parents among its members and an annual rotation and membership with nominations 
invited from parents of the young people involved in the group. This ensures a degree of 
parental supervision and input into the group’s activities.

77.. AArree ppaarreennttss eennccoouurraaggeedd aanndd wweellccoommeedd ttoo vviissiitt tthhee cclluubb,, mmeeeett wwiitthh tthhoossee iinn cchhaarrggee aanndd ttoo 
vviieeww aaccttiivviittiieess??

If not, parents should consider whether this gives cause for concern.
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88.. DDooeess tthhee yyoouutthh ggrroouupp//cclluubb hhaavvee aa ffiirrsstt aaiidd kkiitt aanndd eemmeerrggeennccyy ccoonnttaacctt iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn iinn ccaassee 
ooff aann aacccciiddeenntt??

99.. DDooeess tthhee ggrroouupp//cclluubb hhaavvee aa ppoolliiccyy ttoo eennssuurree tthhee pprrootteeccttiioonn ooff cchhiillddrreenn aanndd yyoouunngg ppeeooppllee 
aanndd iiss tthhee ppoolliiccyy mmaaddee aavvaaiillaabbllee ttoo ppaarreennttss??

Leaders should have a clear understanding of the organisation’s criteria for recruiting and 
selecting staff and guidance on planning work to minimise opportunities for abuse.

1100.. DDooeess tthhee oorrggaanniissaattiioonn hhaavvee eessttaabblliisshheedd pprroocceedduurreess ttoo hhaannddllee ccoommppllaaiinnttss??

This may be through a nominated member of a management committee or an independent 
party who is not directly involved in the running of the activity but there should be a named 
person within the organisation who can be contacted. Is this complaints procedure made 
clear to club members? Parents should encourage their children to tell them if there are any 
occurrences about which they are unhappy or uncomfortable.

WWhhaatt ttoo ddoo iiff yyoouu aarree nnoott ssaattiissffiieedd wwiitthh ssttaannddaarrddss oorr hhaavvee aa ccoommppllaaiinntt

These sample questions are based on things which every worthwhile youth club or group should
have. If you are not satisfied that the club or activity group has addressed these issues or 
does not have the necessary controls and procedures in place you could contact the management
committee or the named individual who is responsible for dealing with complaints. If no 
complaints procedure exists or you fail to receive satisfaction, you should pass your concerns to
the national organisation to which the club is linked or advise the local council community 
education or community services department.

                 



TThhiiss ppuubblliiccaattiioonn wwaass rreesseeaarrcchheedd aanndd wwrriitttteenn bbyy JJeennnniiffeerr TTuurrppiiee aanndd DDoouuggllaass HHaammiillttoonn

ffoorr tthhee SSccoottttiisshh AArrttss CCoouunncciill aanndd CChhiillddrreenn iinn SSccoottllaanndd,, SSeepptteemmbbeerr 22000011 aanndd 

rreevviisseedd bbyy SSuuee WWhheeaattlleeyy,, SSuuee WWhheeaattlleeyy CCoonnssuullttaannccyy,, iinn JJuunnee 22000044.. 
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For further information or to obtain extra copies of this publication please contact:

Scottish Arts Council
12 Manor Place
Edinburgh EH3 7DD

phone: 0131 226 6051

fax: 0131 225 9833

Help Desk: 0845 603 6000 (local rate)

email: help.desk@scottisharts.org.uk

website: www.scottisharts.org.uk

Championing the arts for Scotland.

Children in Scotland
Princes House
5 Shandwick Place
Edinburgh EH2 4RG

phone: 0131 228 8484

fax: 0131 228 8585

email: info@childreninscotland.org.uk

website: www.childreninscotland.org.uk

Working for children, young people and their families.

Not-for-profit organisations are permitted to photocopy sections of this booklet for 
training/education purposes. This publication is also available as a downloadable 
file on the Scottish Arts Council and Children in Scotland websites.
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