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New national pilot service launched in Clackmannanshire and

Stirlingshire following reform of Scottish education law

Children in Scotland, the national children's agency, bringing together voluntary,

statutory and professional organisations and individuals to improve the lives of Scotland's

children and their families, is launching a new pilot project in Stirlingshire and

Clackmannanshire.

The new Advocacy (Additional Support for Learning) project, will help parents of

children in the area who need extra help at school to speak up for their own and their

child’s rights under new Scottish education law.

The media is invited to two launch events between 12pm and 2pm, on Thursday, 10

November, in the Stirling Carers Centre, Barnton Street, Stirling and on Thursday

17 November, in the CVS Offices, Primrose Street, Alloa.

The Additional Support for Learning Act, a major new piece of legislation that will

reform Scottish education law when it commences on 14 November 2005, recognises the

important role that parents can have in improving children’s achievement at school and

strengthens their legal rights to be involved in making decisions in this area. For more

information on the Act see ‘notes for editors’.

Ivy Blair, advocacy co-ordinator for the project, said: “Parents have unique knowledge

and experience of their child that most professionals will not have. Making sure they are

fully involved in making important decisions, like whether or not their child has

additional support needs and what kind of support they require is therefore vital.

“The Additional Support for Learning Act strengthens parents rights to be involved in

making these decisions, but actually exercising those rights might seem daunting for

some parents.

“An advocate can provide them with information on what options are open to them,

provide support and encouragement for them to speak up for themselves, accompany

them at meetings, reviews and when resolving disagreements, and speak up on their



behalf if they feel unable or uncomfortable in doing this themselves.  Advocates also aim

to encourage and empower their clients, enabling them to be more confident in speaking

up for their own or their child’s rights in the future.”

The pilot project is managed by Children in Scotland and funded for a year by the

Scottish Executive. If it is successful, it could be extended throughout Scotland.

For more information about the project, or if you would like to attend a launch,

please contact Ivy Blair, Advocacy Co-ordinator, 12 Melville Terrace, Stirling FK8

2NE Tel: 01786 450748 or email iblair@childreninscotland.org.uk

Notes for editors

• The (Education) Additional Support for Learning Act 2004 will replace the

law relating to special educational needs on 14 November 2005.

At this point, references in law to ‘special educational needs’ will cease. The new

concept of ‘additional support needs’ will apply to any child or young person

who, for whatever reason, requires additional support, long term or short term, in

order to learn and to work to their full potential.

Children who already have special educational needs will automatically have

‘additional support needs’ and have new rights to access extra support. However,

because it introduces a system in which a much wider range of children are

eligible for additional support, children who have not been considered to have

special educational needs in the past could now be eligible for additional support

under the new law.

A child might need extra help with their education because they have social or

emotional difficulties, behavioural difficulties, are experiencing problems at

home, are being bullied, are particularly gifted, have a sensory impairment,

communication problem or a physical disability.

It is not possible to list all the reasons because it will always depend entirely on

each individual child. Any number of different circumstances can impact on

different children’s ability to learn. As a result, support might need to come from

health, social work or certain voluntary organisations, as well as from within

education.

• Children in Scotland is Scotland's national children's agency, bringing together

voluntary, statutory and professional organisations and individuals to improve the

lives of Scotland's children and their families. It exists to identify and promote the

interests of children and their families and to ensure that relevant policies,

services and provisions are of the best possible quality and able to meet the needs

of a diverse society.


